
Information Environmental activities

Sheltering our planet
                      Technologies and concepts                    
              to look after the environment



As a leading manufacturer of office and production printing technology, Konica Minolta takes its 
responsibility as a corporate citizen seriously. Protection of the environment is one of the core 
challenges and contributes to the company’s management philosophy – the Creation of New Value.

Konica Minolta formulated Eco Vision 2050 as its long-term environmental vision. This vision guides Konica 
Minolta in the right direction to achieve its future objectives and fulfil its responsibility as a global corporation 
by contributing to a sustainable earth and society. The prevention of global warming is a core part of Konica 
Minolta’s mission as a manufacturing company. The effective use and reuse of limited global resources, and 
the restoration and preservation of biodiversity fall under this objective. Technological innovation is seen as the 
driving force to achieve sustainable business development with reduced environmental impact and to be able 
to offer innovative products with improved eco-performance.

Environmental activities

The company
    as a responsible global citizen

“Konica Minolta’s management philosophy is the Creation of New Value. 
This does not just mean creating new products with innovative features 
never seen before. The “new value” that is part of our mission also means 
new ways of caring for the environment.” 

Masatoshi Matzusaki
President and CEO, Konica Minolta Holdings, Inc.

Eco Vision 2050

Eco Vision 2050 – for a sustainable earth and society

Reduce CO2 emissions by 80 % from fiscal 2005 
levels throughout product life cycles by 2050

Aim to reuse and maximise the effective use of the 
Earth’s limited resources

Work to promote the restoration and preservation 
of biodiversity
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Environmental activities

Product life cycle

Medium-Term Environmental Plan 2015

Preventing global warming

Objectives Major fiscal 2015 targets (Base year: fiscal 2005)

CO2 emissions throughout product life cycle: Reduce by 20 %
•	CO2 emissions from product usage: Reduce by 60 %
•	CO2 emissions from manufacturing: Reduce by 10 % (per unit of sales)
•	CO2 emissions from distribution: Reduce by 30 % (per unit of sales)
•	CO2 emissions from sales and service: Reduce by 50 % (per unit of sales)

Petroleum-based resource usage: Reduce by 20 % (per unit of sales)
Packaging materials usage: Reduce by 25 % (per unit of sales)
Volume of waste: Reduce by 50 % (per unit of sales)
Aim for a recycling rate of 90 % or more

Maintain strict management of chemical substances, including the entire 
supply chain

Help restore and preserve biodiversity

Supporting a recycling-
orientated society

Reducing the risk of chemi-
cal substances

Restoring and preserving 
biodiversity

Continuously improve
environmental standards

•	Focus on: Energy-saving 
product design, compact 
and lightweight construction, 
extended product life, recycla-
ble components

Increase efficiency in sales 
and service

•	Focus on: Reduce the 
number of cars at sales 
offices around the world; 
optimise service visits

Minimise total CO2 emissions 
during each office product’s life

•	Focus on: Comprehensive 
efforts to develop products and 
technologies that save energy

Implement green procurement 
on a global scale

•	Focus on: Giving priority to 
product purchases with low envi-
ronmental impact 

Improve distribution routes 
and systems to reduce CO2 
emissions

•	Focus on: Proactive restructu-
ring of worldwide logistics facili-
ties, e.g. switch from aircraft and 
trucks to ships, railways etc. 

•	Focus on: Promote 
recycling to reduce 
waste and minimise 
landfill disposal 

•	Focus on: Establi-
shing procedures that 
facilitate the recovery 
and recycling of used 
products 

Energy conservation and 
worldwide implementa-
tion of a Konica Minolta 
Zero Waste Program

Green 
procurement

Manufacturing

RecyclingDisposal 

R&D

Distribution

Sales and 
service

End-user 
operating 

stage  

Minimise waste and 
meet local market regu-
lations around the world



Environmental activities

        Green technology for
                    CO2 reduction

To reduce CO2 emissions effectively, Konica Minolta employs the Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) method. Throughout 
the product life cycle, data on CO2 emissions are collected and assessed. On this basis appropriate measures to 
reduce CO2 emissions are developed and implemented into each phase of the product life cycle. Examples 
of important green technologies devised or adopted by Konica Minolta are:

Environmental impact reduction effectiveness

n	Simitri HD
 As a proprietary polymerised toner, Simitri HD 

was developed by Konica Minolta. Polymerisation 
is a method of toner manufacturing that greatly 
reduces environmental impact during production 
in comparison to conventional toner manufactur-
ing methods. Particles are smaller than those 
formed in conventional production, so less toner 

is required for the same print jobs. In addition, the 
toner is fused at a lower temperature. All of these 
features contribute to reducing the amount of ener-
gy used and the related CO2 emission. Additionally, 
biomass is an important ingredient in Simitri HD 
toner. CO2-neutral during recycling, biomass further 
reduces the carbon footprint of Simitri HD.
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Environmental activities

n	Toner recycling system	

 Most of our Konica Minolta b/w devices are 
equipped with an efficient toner recycling system 
that collects, recycles and reuses toner that is 
not fused to the paper during the printing proc-
ess. Saving toner for re-use, this system not 
only increases cost efficiency but considerably 
reduces toner consumption and lowers related 
CO2 emissions.

n	Induction heating (IH) fusing technology 
 Konica Minolta has adopted IH technology to cre-

ate an energy-efficient fusing unit. Without IH tech-
nology, the standby temperature must be kept high 
to enable a short warm-up period to the required 
fusing temperature. This however consumes a sig-
nificant amount of energy in standby mode. 

 Warming up the fusing unit by applying induction 
heating remarkably reduces energy consump-
tion. The required temperature is reached much 
faster and can be controlled precisely, resulting in 
minimised energy loss. The short warm-up time 
enabled by IH technology lets users take maximum 
advantage of the bizhub systems’ different power-
saving modes.

n	Optimal power control
 With low power mode and sleep mode, Konica 

Minolta devices are flexibly equipped to save 
power during idle phases. An easy-to-use cal-
endar tool makes programming and the fully 
automatic use of both modes straightforward and 
convenient.

n	Low TEC values 
 Konica Minolta’s various office products stand 

out with their very low TEC values. The TEC value 
represents an electrical product’s typical elec-
tricity consumption (TEC) within one week with 
the calculation based on average office use. Our 
latest product generations switch to energy-
saving mode faster and consume considerably 
less power in production and sleep mode than 
previous products. This helps to save running 
costs and supports the eco-friendly operation 
of all Konica Minolta office products. True to our 
objective to continuously improve technology for 
minimised power consumption and an ever-lower 
carbon footprint.

n	Optimised replacement cycles
 In comparison to their predecessors, some latest-

generation bizhub products feature separate devel-
oping and drum units. This significantly extends 
the life of the consumables and optimises their 
replacement cycle. On previous models, the whole 
imaging unit had to be replaced when the drum 
unit reached the end of its life, even if the develop-
ing unit was still usable. The separate drum unit 
and developing unit increase energy efficiency, help 
save resources and reduce the cost of imaging 
considerably.

 Additionally, longer-life consumables increase prod-
uct efficiency in terms of enhanced yields – more 
pages can be produced – and reduced service 
effort. While lowering printing costs as well, this 
also reduces the carbon footprint related to Konica 
Minolta products and services.



Environmental activities

Konica Minolta’s office products provide the technology and the advanced functionality to “go green”: 
A range of intelligent features facilitates saving paper, increases productivity and reduces 
printing costs:

n	Duplex printing & copying	
 Almost all Konica Minolta devices support duplex 

printing and copying, most of them at full rated 
speed, saving time, paper and costs by printing/
copying on both sides of a sheet.

n	N-up 
 Offers the possibility of combining several pages 

of a document on a single sheet of paper. If used 
for draft documents and archiving, this clever fea-
ture can help save toner and paper and with that 
save resources. 

n	Fast, flexible scanning 
 Documents can be scanned, saved, shared and 

distributed electronically. This highly automated 
functionality saves users time and energy.

 

n	Proof print & proof copy 
 Users can produce a single test page or set 

before printing or copying the whole job. A most 
efficient feature to avoid wasting paper and toner. 
Saves paper, time and money.

n	PC fax 
 PC fax helps save paper by letting users print only 

those incoming faxes that are really needed on 
paper. Other fax information can be viewed on the 
PC monitor and archived if required.

Annual electrical consumption

        Intelligent features for
                       green efficiency

bizhub C450 671

bizhub C550 Cut by 41 %393

bizhub C650 Cut by 31 %462

bizhub C552 Cut by 55 %303
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Environmental activities

Environmental programmes
           and certificates
      Konica Minolta’s ongoing pursuit to meet global standards does not stop with our endeavours for substantial reduc-
tions in CO2 emissions. Konica Minolta complies with environmental laws and regulations throughout the world. Our 
efforts include the active use of recycled materials and restrictions of hazardous materials for our products. 

n	Support for UN “Global Compact”	
 As a commitment to the future of the global envi-

ronment Konica Minolta supports the UN “Global 
Compact”. This strategic policy initiative proposed by 
the United Nations was designed to align companies 
around the world with “ten universally accepted prin-
ciples” in the areas of human rights, labour, the envi-
ronment, and anti-corruption.

n	Green Factory Certification System
 In pursuit of our goal of Eco Vision 2050, Konica 

Minolta has introduced the Green Factory Certification 
System, a new method to comprehensively evaluate 
the impact on the environment from the production 
point of view. This system certifies a production base 
as a Green Factory if it passes evaluation standards 
in the fields of global warming, supports a recycling 
society, and reduces the risk of chemical substances.

n	Level 2 zero emissions
 Konica Minolta is actively involved in the promotion 

of zero emissions. To reach this goal, we have estab-
lished two achievement levels for zero emissions for 
our production bases. All our group production sites  
worldwide have earned the Level 2 zero emissions 
designation by reducing the volume of externally dis-
carded waste by 30% per sales unit compared with 
the 2001 levels.

n	Earned certificates 
 Konica Minolta actively pursues the acquisition of 

Type-I environmental certification labels. These labels 
indicate that a third-party institution has certified the 
low environmental impact of a product.

FSC-certified media 
Konica Minolta recommends print media certi-
fied by the FSC (Forest Stewardship Council). 
These paper types only have a minimal environ-
mental footprint in production.

Blue Angel Mark
The Blue Angel Mark is awarded to 
products and services that have a 
smaller environmental impact.

Energy Star
Products that meet certain standards 
can be registered as Energy Star 
devices as part of an energy-saving 
program for office equipment.

RoHS (Restriction of use of haz-
ardous substances)
Konica Minolta fully commits to 
RoHS and not only avoids the listed 
substances in the RoHS-designated 
products but has discontinued the 
use of these substances in all office 
products.

BLI 
Outstanding Achievement award
The bizhub C452 and bizhub 363 
received this award from BLI 
(Buyers’ Laboratory Inc.) thanks to 
their significantly lower than aver-
age projected annual energy con-
sumption.



Konica Minolta 
Business Solutions Europe GmbH
Europaallee 17
30855 Langenhagen • Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 511  74 04-0
Fax: +49 (0) 511  74 10 50
www.konicaminolta.eu

Your Konica Minolta Business Solutions Partner:
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     Sheltering
            our planet

Konica Minolta CSR Report

Konica Minolta’s yearly issued CSR Report 
provides an in-depth look at our Corporate 
Social Responsibility practices worldwide — 
activities that create new value, including 
financial, environmental and social value that 
benefits our stakeholders, our customers 
and our world.

www.konicaminolta.eu/environment


